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Father’s Day Sharing Jeff Ng

I want to thank Pr.Lee for giving me the opportunity to share on Father’s Day. | also thank God for
His guidance and wisdom for me to grow as a father.

I haven’t done a testimony for a very long time now. I think the last time | did this was back in
Maryland. | believe it was also for a father’s day. | tried to remember what | said before but it
didn’t work. I wish | still have the notes. | can particularly say the same thing and no one would
know.

But Pr. Lee always takes care of his congregations. When he asked me to share, he also provided
some questions so that it saves me some times and | don’t have to think as hard. So, thank you.
I’m just going to answer his questions literally. So, Mike will pretend to be Pr. Lee and he will ask
me the questions.

Mike: First question - How are you blessed to be a father? (Mike can ask in Cantonese)
Being a father in itself is a blessing. | remember one time | heard someone said that our Heavenly
Father wants the fathers to feel the pain that He felt when Adam and Eve disobeyed by eating the
forbidden fruit. It sounded like having Kids is more of a curse than a blessing. When the kids
misbehavior, we tend to think God is punishing us. Why is He giving us these horrible children?
We misunderstood God if we do not know His purpose for giving us children. Blessing to me is
that I am able to impact another person’s live. God blessed me because I can impact Mia’s life. In
return, she has blessed me by learning the things that we taught her. Then we blessed God for He



first blessed us first. It is just a blessing party.

Mike: Now, Mia is going to be 2 soon. What have you learned being a father?

To learn things, usually there is a teacher. Being a father could be taught by his children. I am
certainly taught by Mia. The class is called “Daddy 101” and it is a requirement — “Prerequisite: A
married loving responsible man. Course description: He will learn how to be patient, fun, creative,
nice, and gentle. The skill of time management will not apply here.”

I learned a lot this past year. | would say patience is the #1 thing that I learned. I’ve learned that the
faster | want things to get done, the longer it will take. For example, Mia can take 20 mins just to
put on clothes which should be couple of mins thing, or take 5mins to get in the car seat which
should be a less than a min thing. Really, it is hard to manage our time sometimes. | also needed
patience when | teach her to do certain task like putting away her toys or sitting down when
needed to sit down. | do need patience from it because | repeat the words many many times and
she still does not listen. So, we have to think creatively to get her attention.

I also learned that Maria and | have great support from Family members and church family. When
the time that we needed help, Sam and Jeannie, Mike and Winnie, Ezra, Alice, Pr. Lee, Mrs. Lee
and Grace (The church staffs) and Erza’s mom, and Samantha willing to help babysit Mia so that
we can go work. Mike and Winnie even took off work to take care of Mia. What they did really
touched me. Samuel and Mel always provided their place for us when we needed rest or Mia
needed a nap. | learned that Christ’s love has shown through from these people. Their willingness
really humbles me.

Gentleness is also a good lesson. | learned this actually from my father. When | was growing up, |
don’t remember yelling from him. | believe embracing with love and discipline with gentleness is
the key to a happy child. That doesn’t mean she will get her way. Mia has been good at putting
away her toys after she finished playing with them. Even taking out new toys, she has to put away
the toys she just played. Couple of weeks ago, she was being stubborn about not to put away her
toys. | offered to help her but she insisted only mommy’s help. I kept my cool and “gently” told
her only daddy can help. Mommy is too tired and she needed rest. Mia just went on and on calling
out crying to her mom but I refused to let her to get her way. Trust me, it was very hard. The
reason | refused for her to go to Maria is because recently she likes to pick certain people. | was
trying to teach her about favoritism is not a good thing. I believe that can lead to discrimination
and prejustice. Anyway, about gentle disciplinatory, | took her away to a corner and gently explain
to her about picking up her toys and I will help her. She was stuttering crying and very sad. It was
very hard to hold my ground. But she finally agreed for me to help her put back her toys by
nodding her head and we put things back together and I reconfirmed to her that I still love her.
Even since then, she puts back her toys without a challenge. We don’t know how long she will
keep this up. But I hope forever. A dad can wish, can’t he?

I have learned many things these 20 months. Love when the situation is ugly. Relax and enjoy the
long process of a task. Appreciate helps and prayers from others. Pray and trust during an
unforeseen event.

I still have a lot to learn how to be a father from those who are fathers before me, my parents and
Maria and also from Mia.



Mike: How has faith in God helped you being a father?

My faith in God helps me to go through each day. Definitely let me see things in different
prospective. Sometimes | see it through the eyes of God. He still loves me even | sin and doing
things that is not pleasing to Him. When | started to think this way, it doesn’t matter how bad Mia
can be but it cannot compare to God’s grace. There is a praise song that we sing at Lighthouse.
One part of the song says, “Our shame was deeper than the sea, You grace is deeper still”. So, my
grace to Mia should be like God’s grace to me.

The Men’s group that we meet every 3 weeks also helps me. We help each other to be batter
husbands, better fathers and better Christians. Last meeting that we have, we....sorry cannot share,
what happen in men’s group, stays in men’s group. Basically, we talked about faith vs. fear,
patience and being good example to our kids. That’s all I can say. | am glad I can openly share my
joy and problems with these men of God.

I also believe in the baptism that God’s grace came to her and Holy Spirit fills her. So, I believe
God has started to mold her to be the person God wants her to be in her early age. To know this is
very comforting.

Lastly, Prayers. Through prayers, God can give Maria and | the strength and wisdom to bring Mia
closer to Himself. My mom has set the example for me that she prays for us every day. Family and
church family are also praying for us to be closer to God every day.

Even though Mia doesn’t really understand all this, she is a good child. She is a child with strong
will. Last year in July, Mia had a cleft palate surgery. She has a “hole” in her upper mouth. The
surgeon needed to close the hole by pulling the tissue together. Just think about when we have a
cold sore in our mouth; it takes a week to heal. For Mia to have the whole upper mouth to heal, |
believe it was very uncomfortable and painful but you see her smiling face the next day after the
surgery. Her strong will keeps her going with the things that she does, either learning her animals,
her communication skill, her ABC or becoming the US president one day. A Father can hope, Can’t
he? She is a fast learner so sometimes we have to be careful on what we say in front of her too.

Finally, one great joy that | enjoy is taking pictures of her. So, I learned some skill and technique
of the new hobby. By seeing how she grows from birth until now is quite amazing. And we love
looking at those pictures too. Hope you enjoy the little slide show.
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We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is
from God and not from us.

2 Corinthians  4:7
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Pray for the Evangelistic Sunday (8/22). Rev. Slmon Lee will be the speaker. (Mandarin/Cantonese
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