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Q&A on the Fundamentals of Christian Faith

Foreword

How can believers strengthen their faith? How can believers be cultivated so they can clearly express
their faith to others?

This is a question that concerns many pastors.

After over 40 years of pastoral experience and some divine insights, | have concluded that there are
several basic questions about our faith. If I can provide concise and clear answers to these questions, |
trust they should be helpful to the believers.

These questions are:
1. How do we know God exists?
2. How do we know that Jesus is God?
3. How do we know that the Bible is inspired by God?
4. Why is it necessary to trust Jesus?

For ease of memory, | listed seven answers to each of the questions. As believers review the answers
repeatedly, their faith in God will strengthen, and it will become easier to share this faith with others in
an orderly manner.

| pray that this material can help brothers and sisters build a solid foundation of faith and promote a
healthy spiritual growth.

Simon Lee
5/24/2018
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First Lesson
How Do We Know God Exists?

"God" refers to the creator of all things, and not as idols and ghosts.

The Bible says, "God is a spirit." (John 4:24)

Spirits are like the air. We cannot see the air with our physical eyes, but it fills our surroundings.
We cannot see God, but He is "above all, and through all, and in all." (Ephesians 4:6)

How do we know God exists?

In short, there are at least the following seven reasons:

1. Subijective feeling
e Personal comprehension:
- Inherently know that there is a master in the universe; evil will be rewarded with evil,
and good will be rewarded with good. This is the popular belief.
e Collective performance:
- All ethnic groups have activities to worship their gods.
- All nations with written language have the word "God."

* This shows that the concept of “there is a God" is common in the minds of man.
*"God"(Theism) is an innate feeling and natural response.
* "Godlessness"(Atheism) is the result of acquired education.

2. Objective inspection
e The magnificent structures of individual objects: flowers, leaves, cells, atoms, nuclei, genetic
elements (DNA codes).
e The amazing law of the motion of objects: the laws of physics, the movement of the sun, the
moon, and the stars.
e The marvelous system of the interaction of objects: universal gravitation, changing of the
seasons, photosynthesis, human body structure, blood circulation...

* These phenomena indicate that behind it all, there is a master designer and keeper with
extremely high intelligence and abilities.

3. "Rationality™ indicates the existence of God
e The natural evolution of matter cannot produce rationality. A mineral or a rock even with
many million years, cannot produce the ability to reason.
e The emergence of reason must have come from the source of reason.
* God is the source of truth.
Jesus said, "'l am the truth.” (John 14:6)

4. "Sensibility" indicates the existence of God
e The natural evolution of matters cannot produce sensibility (love).
e The emergence of sensibility must have come from the source of sensibility.
* God is the source of love.

The Bible says, "Love is from God, —— God is love."(1 John 4:7-8)
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5. ""Moral™ shows the existence of God

e The natural evolution of matter cannot produce the concept of moral right and wrong.

e The emergence of morality must have come from the source of morality.

* God is the source of justice and goodness.
The Bible says, "The ordinances of the Lord (God) are true and righteous altogether.” (Psalm 19:9)
"The LORD is righteous in all His ways." (Psalm 145:17)

6. The Bible tells us that God exists
e The Bible is the most influential book in the world. This book clearly states that God exists.

7. Jesus told us God exists
e Jesus is the most influential person in the world. Jesus made it clear that God exists.

e Jesus is God - the Word in flesh.

Conclusion: We know that God exists based on these seven points:

Subjective feeling
Obijective inspection
Existence of rationality
Existence of sensibility
Existence of morality
Biblical tells us

Jesus told us

No gk~ owde
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1.

2.

3.

Second Lesson
How Do We Know Jesus Is God?

Jesus claimed to be God

He had repeatedly proclaimed Himself to be the Lord and God of heaven and earth.

* There has never been a great man who claimed to be God.
Jesus said frankly to the Jews who opposed him, "I and the Father (God) are one.” The Jews
therefore stoned him, and considered him a blasphemer, because he made himself God. (John
10:30-33)
Jesus said clearly to his disciples, "Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father (God)...I am in
the Father (God), and the Father (God) is in me..." (John 14: 9-11)

Others call Him God
There has never been a great man who was called God by His contemporaries.
Jesus' disciples not only regarded him as a teacher, but also recognized him as God.

Thomas said to Jesus, "My Lord and my God." (John 20:28)

The Apostle Paul said, "The Son (Jesus Christ) is the image of the invisible God." (Colossians 1:15)
The author of Hebrews said, "He (Jesus Christ) is the radiance of the glory of God, the express
image of his being." (Hebrews 1:3)

The Bible says, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The Word was in the beginning with God, and by Him all things were made. Without Him
nothing was made that has been made. In Him was life...the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
"(John 1:1-4,14)

* The "Word" refers to Jesus.

His words

Jesus' words showed that He was not just a mortal.

Jesus said,
"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away." (Matthew 24:35)
"I came down from heaven, and | am still in heaven™ (John 3:13)

"He who hears my words and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be

condemned; he has passed from death to life." (John 5:24)

"l am the bread of life; come to me, you will never be hungry; whoever believes in me will never thirst."
(John 6:35)

"The words that | speak to you are spirit and they are life.” (John 6:63)

"I am the light of the world, whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the

light of life.” (John 8:12)

"You are from below, | am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.” (John 8:23)

"If the Son of the Father (Jesus) sets you free, you will be free indeed!" (John 8:36)

"Whoever keeps my teaching shall never see death." (John 8:51)

"Before Abraham, there was 1." (John 8:58)

"l am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, though he dies.” (John 11:25)

23



"I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)

Confucius, Laozi, Shakyamuni, Mohammed, none of them have ever spoken with absolute authority
like Jesus. We may feel that the person who says those things is arrogant, but only God Himself can
say those things with authority.

4. His actions
He calmed the storm. (Mark 4:35-41)

He performed miracles, healed the sick, and cast out demons.

* These abilities are in line with His claims — He is the true God who created the heaven and the
earth, and He is the Lord of life.

5. His resurrection (Matthew 28:5-6, John 10:18)
The Jewish leaders and the Roman government did not like to hear the news of "Jesus'
resurrection.” If the "resurrection of Jesus" was a rumor spread by Jesus' disciples, then the rumors
would naturally be dispelled if the authorities showed Jesus' body to the public. However, they
could not find Jesus' body; the tomb was empty. Because Jesus has resurrected!

Also, after Jesus' was crucified, the disciples were very scared and went into hiding. But a few days
later, they publicly announced the news of Jesus' resurrection in Jerusalem (the place where Jesus was
Killed.)

No one would want to make up a lie and risks their own life to spread the lie; the disciples were
transformed because they had seen the resurrected Jesus. Therefore, the disciples of Jesus boldly
preached and established churches everywhere.

* The existence of the church today is the proof of the resurrection of Jesus.

6. His cross
The cross was originally the cruelest instrument of torture in the Roman Empire, and it obviously
carried a cruel and terrifying image.

Today, the cross is the symbol of the church, the emblem on the ambulance, and the symbol of love,
hope, and salvation. Many people use the cross as an ornament, and the national flags of many
countries bear the cross as the emblem. A cross is erected on every hill in Switzerland. The cross is
a symbol of goodness today.

Why has the meaning of the cross changed so drastically? Because Jesus was crucified and
resurrected, and He clearly triumphed over death. The great love of God who sacrificed his Son to
redeem the sins of man brought salvation and hope to the world.

If Jesus is not God, the meaning of the cross could not have changed so drastically.
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7. His influence
Jesus was born in Palestine in the Middle East, in the city of Bethlehem in Judah. He was the son of
a carpenter who lived in poverty and grew up in the small town of Nazareth. He began to preach at
the age of thirty and was crucified to death about three years later.

According to biblical records, He was resurrected on the third day after his death. He appeared to
his disciples in various places for forty days, and then ascended to heaven. He only lived little more
than thirty years, shorter than many great philosophers and religious figures, and there was not
much time for Him to spread his ideals.

He rarely traveled beyond Palestine. He had never learned Chinese Kung Fu, read Sun Tzu's Art of
War, received higher education, or written a book. He had no wealth or power. It seemed that He
did not have any favorable qualities to influence society, but amazingly, His influence became
broad and far-reaching on future generations, far more than any philosopher or religious leader. The
world even set the year of His birth as the first year of AD (Anno Domini, the year of our Lord.)
Obviously, He was extraordinary. If He is not God, how could He have been so influential? If we
compare several religions objectively and honestly, it is easy to find which one is the true God.

Since God can create human beings with feelings, He of course has feelings and certainly liked to
be in contact with man. He not only used various methods — through nature and the Bible—to
reveal Himself to man, but He also personally entered human history. He had to let go of His
infinite being and became a finite person, so that man can truly know Him. His name is Jesus!

Conclusion:
We know that Jesus is God based on seven points:
Jesus claimed to be God
Others called him God
His words
His actions
His resurrection
His cross
His influence

Noos~wbdPE
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Third Lesson
How Do We Know the Bible Is Inspired by God?

The Bible is a super-unique book; it is called the book of books; it’s also known as the best book in the
world.

Why does the Bible have such great authority? Because the Bible is inspired by God.

How do we know that the Bible is inspired by God?

There are at least seven reasons:

1. Biblical claims

2.

The text in the Bible has repeatedly claimed what is recorded in this book is the word of God.
Reference scriptures:

"All these words which God commanded..." (Exodus 20:1)

"This is the commandment which the LORD your God commanded to teach you..." (Deuteronomy

6:1)

"This is the word of the Lord himself..." (Isaiah 1:18-20)

"This is the word of the Lord..." (Jeremiah 1:7-8, 19)

"This is what the Lord has said..." (Jeremiah 9:23-24)

"This is what the Lord has said..." (Ezekiel 14:11,14, 23; 15:8; 16:8,14)

" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God for teaching, for reproof, for correction, it is beneficial to
teach righteousness." (II Timothy 3:16)

The writers' actions

The biblical writers showed that they were preaching the word of God. For a long time, they would
rather openly defy the powerful and the king and risk their lives. Clearly, those writers received
messages from a higher authority, not from the kings, but from God!

(Isaiah 1:2-9, Jeremiah 20:7-9, Ezekiel 21:8-12, Hos 4: 1-10, Amos 7:10-17)

3. Astonishing discourses:

The Bible is full of astonishing discourses, which other general principals and teachings cannot
compare to.
"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord."
(Deuteronomy 8:3)
"It is not for want of bread that a man hungers, nor a thirst for water, but for hearing the voice of the
Lord." (Amos 8:11)
"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me, you will have eternal
life; you will not be condemned, but you have passed from death to life." (John 5:24)
Jesus said, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry; whoever believes in
me, never thirsty." (John 6:35)
Jesus said, "It is the Spirit that gives life; the flesh counts for nothing.
The words I speak to you are spirit and they are life." (John 6:63)
Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, you must
have the light of life. " (John 8:12)
Jesus Said, "Therefore if the Son (Jesus) sets you free, you will be free indeed." (John 8:36)
Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through me."
(John 14:6)
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Jesus said, "For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my words. " (John 18:37)

The contents of the Bible show God's special revelations, far beyond the comprehension of the
people at that time.

e The universe had a beginning. (Genesis 1:1)
For a long time, people believed that the universe is constant and unchanging. It wasn’t
until the 20th century when scientists discovered the universe is in fact expanding, did we
know that the universe should have had a beginning, a starting point.

e Human beings originate from one source and come from one mother. (Genesis 2:18-25)
In the 20th century, scientists uncovered the secret of the genetic code, which led to the knowledge
that all human beings came from the same mother.

e The earth hangs in the void. (Job 26:7)
At that time, 3500 years ago, no one could have known that the earth hangs in the universe.

e God sits above the great circle of the earth. The Earth is round. (Isaiah 40:22)
At that time, 2700 years ago, no one could have known that the earth is round.

e Human beings are born with the concept of "eternity." (Ecclesiastes 3:11)
‘Eternity’ is a strange concept. We cannot learn about eternity through observation because things
we can observe are not eternal. We cannot learn about eternity through research, because without
observation, nothing can be researched. We cannot learn about eternity through education, because
without research, nothing can be taught. So, logically it is impossible for us to understand the
concept of eternity. Yet we continue to pursue eternity. Those who are settled and comfortable will
often pursue longevity, wishing to live for eternity. We understand the concept of eternity because
God has put eternity in our hearts and because we belong to God who is eternal.

4. Fulfillment of prophecies
There are many prophecies in the Bible, most of which have been accurately fulfilled, indicating that
the Bible contains supernatural powers.

e  The prophet Micah prophesied in 700 BC:
"Bethlehem and Ephrata, though you are small among the towns of Judah, out of you will
come for me one who will be ruler in Israel, whose origins are from of old, from the beginning
of time" (Micah 5: 2)
700 years later, Jesus, the king of kings, was born in Bethlehem.

e  The prophet Isaiah prophesied in 680 BC:
"For unto us a child is born; to us a son is given. And the government shall be upon his
shoulders; and his name shall be called 'Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 9:6)

No sensible person would have made such an absurd prophecy, saying, " A child will be born,
and he will be God! "
Hundreds of years later Jesus was born. He has shown in many ways that He is God!

e  The prophet Isaiah predicted the suffering of Christ in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, and the
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description in it completely matched what happened to Jesus. (Matthew 26:47-68, 27:11-60)

e Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 28:20-25) and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 34:17) both prophesied that
the nation of Israel would suffer defeat because of its disobedience to God's commandments,
and they would be made “abhorrent and an offense to all the kingdoms of the earth.”

In 586 BC, the Kingdom of Judah (Israelites) fell to Babylonians. Since then, the Jews have
migrated and exiled everywhere, just like the prophecy in the Bible.

o "Ezekiel" was written in 580 BC, when Israel and Judah had been destroyed. The Northern
Kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians in 721 BC. The Southern Kingdom of Judah fell to the
Babylon in 586 BC. In the Book of Ezekiel, it was repeatedly prophesied that Israel will be
restored.

Reference scriptures:

The Lord said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our
bones are withered, our hope is lost, we are destroyed. 'So prophesy to them and say, so is the
Sovereign Lord said, "My people, I will open your graves, and I will bring you out of them,
and you will know that I am the Lord. I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live. I will put
you in this land you will know me — thus said the Lord, and so it has come to pass.' This is
what the Lord has said."

Thus says the Sovereign Lord, "I will gather the children of Israel from all the countries where
they go, and I will gather them from all around and bring them back to their own land"
(Ezekiel 37:11-14,21) .

Thus says the Sovereign Lord, "I will bring back the captivity of Jacob, I will have mercy on
all the house of Israel, and I will be zealous for my holy name. They will live in safety in their
land, and no one will frighten them; I will bring them back from all the peoples, from the land
of their enemies. When I am sanctified in them before the eyes of many peoples, they will bear
their reproach and all their sins against Me. For I sent them captive among the Gentiles and
gathered them When they return to their own country, they will know that I am the Lord their
God; and I will not leave any of them in a foreign land anymore.” (Ezekiel 39:25-28)

Israel was restored in 1948. It was an unprecedented miracle that a country can reborn after 2,500
years of exile!

2 Peter 3:10 prophesizes the end of the world. It says that there will be a loud noise in the sky, and
all tangible things will be melted by fire. It was not easy to understand such words in the first
century, but now in the 21st century, such a prophecy has become very possible. If this world is to be
destroyed, I believe it will be destroyed by the power of nuclear bombs — all matter will be melted!

5. Jesus confirmed
Even if some people do not recognize the divinity of Jesus, it is undeniable that Jesus was a great
man who has been recognized by people throughout the world, thus we cannot ignore the
opinions of this great man.

Jesus valued the teaching of the Bible, and Jesus affirmed the authority of the Bible.
Jesus considered the Bible to be his testimony. Jesus is the protagonist in the Bible. (John
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5:39,46)

Reference scriptures:
Jesus insisted on the teaching of the Bible, He repeatedly used the words from
the Bible to deal with the temptations of the devil. (Matthew 4:4, 6, 10)
Jesus said, "Even if heaven and earth pass away, not an iota or a tittle shall pass away
from the Law (the Bible). Everything must be fulfilled."
Jesus said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my (Jesus) words (the Bible) shall not pass
away." (Matthew 24:35)
Jesus said, "You are in error because you do not Know the Scriptures or the power of God." (Mark
12:24)
"Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He (Jesus) explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning Himself." (Luke 24:25-27, 32)
Jesus said, "These are the scriptures that testify of me." (John 5:39)
Jesus said, “The words (the Bible) that I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life." (John
6:63)
Jesus said, “Whoever keeps my word (the Bible) shall never see death.” (John 8:51)

6. Impact on the world
The sales volume of the Bible far exceeds that of any other book in the world. A book that sells over
a million copies a year is very remarkable. The Guinness Book of World Records sells an average
1.7 million copies a year, and the Valley of Dolls by Jacqueline Susan sells an average of 1.3 million
copies a year. These are exceptional bestsellers. More than 20 million copies of the Bible, the Old
and the New Testaments, are sold every year. More than 100 million copies of the Bible booklets
(such as New Testament, Psalms, John's Gospel...) are sold every year. The Bible has been the best-
selling book for the past six hundred years, far more than any other bestsellers. According to the
United Bible Societies, 34 million copies of the Old and New Testaments and 3 million digital
versions of the Bibles in the form of CDs or e-books were sold in 2016 worldwide.

The number of translated versions of the Bible is also the largest in the world. There are 25 different
translations for Guinness World Records and 19 translations for Reader's Digest. There are more
than 600 translations of the Old and New Testaments of the Bible (670 translations at the end of
2015), and there are as many as 2,600 translations of the single version of the Bible (2,642 at the end
of 2015), which is beyond the reach of any other books.

There are many indigenous people who originally had no written languages but only verbal
languages. Missionaries came to their tribes and learned their languages, created characters using the
phonetic method, and translated the Bible using their new written languages. The Bible became the
first book for these people and at the same time the first written language of those people. The
missionaries who learned the native languages and converted the languages into characters must
have had a good understanding of the original languages of the Bible (Hebrew, Aramaic, and
Greek). Their wisdom and knowledge must have been extraordinary, and they must have spent many
years in the prime of their lives living with the indigenous people and adopting to their backward
and primitive way of life. In addition, they did not become rich or receive any honorary medals for
completing the translation of the Bible.

There has not been any book in the world that has attracted so many outstanding people who paid
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high prices to translate a book into various native languages. The Bible has attracted tens of
thousands of excellent scholars, who were willing to labor and even pay with their lives to translate
the Bible. This implies that this book is worthy of many personal sacrifices so the truth can be spread

to all mankind.

7. Transformation of believers
It is an indisputable fact that many people from all over the world have transformed their lives and

changed from their past because they read the Bible. Millions of Christians can testify to this.

1. Augustine (354-430), an African who in his youth led a life of debauchery,
repented and believed in God after reading the Bible (Romans 13:2-14), and eventually became
the leader of the North African church. He was a prominent person in the history of the church.
2. Martin Luther (1483-1546), the German who initiated the Reformation Movement in the Middle
Ages because of his understanding of the principle of "justification by faith" by studying the
Bible (Psalms and Romans) and his insights into the abuse of the church at that time.

3. John Newton (1725-1807), the Briton who was the leader of the black slave trade who could
commit all kinds of evil, later repented and believed in the Lord and became a famous preacher
in England. The lyrics of the world-famous hymn “Amazing Grace” was written by him. The
Bible had a great influence on John Newton. He used Deuteronomy 15:15 as the motto in his
life, "Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God redeemed

you."

4. Wu Mingjie (1916-1990), originally from Henan, was arrogant and conceited, and he despised the
Christian faith in his youth. He often used his power to oppress believers and attack the church.
Later, he read the Bible (Romans chapters 1 to 3), repented thoroughly, and became a pastor who
was valued by the Lord. He served as the supervisor of the Lutheran Church in Hong Kong.

The stories in the Bible that moved and transformed people are as numerous as the sands in the Ganges
River, too many to count.

Conclusion
At the time of Jesus, the Old Testament of Bible had been written, and it was a classic used by the Jews.

The church established by Jesus' disciples still respected the Old Testament as the Bible.

At the end of the first century, the books of the New Testament became popular in the church. In 367,
the influential church father Athanasius, first listed the table of contents of the 27 books of the New

Testament.

In 397, leaders of the churches at Carthage held a meeting to formally recognize the 27 books of the
New Testament as the canon of the Bible (“canon” in Greek means standard and authority).

A well-known scholar Raymond Abba said, "The authority of the Bible is not a formal authority that
forces people to believe it from the outside, it is an instrumental authority. It contains a quality that
makes us bow before the truth." (The Nature & Authority of the Bible P.148.)

In conclusion, the Bible is authoritative because it reveals the authority itself.
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One thing to add: The Bible is not an encyclopedia. The authority of the Bible is not in the realm of
biology, geography, or space physics, but in the personal relationship between man and God. The Bible
is the standard of human belief and life.

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God for teaching, for reproof, for correction, it is profitable to
teach righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work."
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

e The sources of the Bible: Inspired by God

e The object of the Bible: To the man of God
e Purpose of the Bible: To perfect (grow, mature) the man of God and make them
do good

We know that the Bible is God's revelation based on seven points:
1. Biblical claims

Writers’ actions

Astonishing discourses

Fulfillment of prophesies

Jesus confirmed

Impact on the world

Transformation of believers

Noaks~wd
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Fourth Lesson
Why Trust in Jesus?

Why should we trust in Jesus (God)?

Knowing that God exists, knowing that Jesus is God, and knowing that the Bible is inspired by God are
all very well, but what do they have to do with us? Why should we trust in Jesus?

The simplest answer to this question is: He is true and He is good!

Following this direction, | will provide you with seven answers:

Truth

1. He really exists

As we have said before, God exists, and Jesus exists.

Why do we trust in Him? Because He is real. If He is not real, we should not believe in Him, much less

trust Him.

Jesus is really the God who created us, He is really our Lord. We should trust in Him; and we should

always have trusted in Him from the very beginning.

According to the Bible, Jesus' dearest disciple John said:
"Concerning the original Word of Life (Jesus Christ) from the beginning, which we have heard,
seen, and touched with our own hands. This life has been manifested, we have seen it, and now
testify that eternal life that is with the Father and has been manifested in us is proclaimed to
you." (1 John 1:1-2)

The Apostle John tells us that Jesus Christ is the Word of Life. This is real! He had seen it with his own
eyes and touched it with his own hands.

Jesus is real and it is good to trust in Jesus!
What 's so good about it?

Goodness
2. He is almighty
He is so powerful that He can help anyone and everyone. If He is incapable and unable to help, it would
not be very good.
Jesus is God. God who had created the universe and everything in it, is of course very powerful!
The Bible says,
"The Lord created the earth by his power, established the world by his wisdom, and stretched out
the heavens by his understanding.” (Jeremiah 10:12)
"He (God) said it was, and it was; He commanded, and it was done." (Psalm 33:9)
Jesus is powerful. He can calm the storm, He can overcome Satan, He can overcome death, and He can
help us.
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3. He is good

God is not only powerful, but He is also good. If He is powerful and not good, and if He is powerful but
evil, he would be the devil, he would not be God. God is powerful and God is good.

The Bible says, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father
of lights, with whom there is no variation nor shadow of turning." (James 1:17)

God's goodness does not change.

God is not only good, but also the root of goodness.

It is mentioned many times in the Bible that "The Lord (God) is good." (He is good!)

The Bible says, "Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever!" (Psalm 107:1; 118:1,
29)

We trust God because He is powerful, and He can help us.
We trust God also because He is good, and He wants to help us.

4. He loves me —— He sacrificed His life for me

God is the source of love and the substance of love.

The Bible says, "Love is from God.... God is love." (1 John 4:7-8)

"God so loved the world" (John 3:16).

God loves all people — Americans, Chinese, Taiwanese, people from Hong Kong and Fuqing....
God loves everyone. God loves you and me.

The Bible says, "He loved me and gave Himself up for me." (Galatian 2:20)

The Bible says, "It is not that we love God, but that God loves us and sent His Son (Jesus) as a
propitiation (sin offering) for our sins. This is love.” (1 John 4:10)

Why did Jesus die for our sins?

Because we are all sinners.

The Bible says, "For all people have sinned and fell short of the glory of God; but now they are justified
freely by the grace of God through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." (Romans 3:23-24)

Do you admit that you are a sinner?

The sins mentioned in the Bible do not only refer to murder, arson, rape, theft ..., those acts that violate
the law.

The sin mentioned in the Bible in its original language refers to shooting arrows and not hitting the
target.

Sin means that a person does not walk the path that should be taken and does not live out the goodness
innate in human nature.

We all know that children exhibit sinful behavior from an early age and children exhibit rebellious
behavior from an early age. When children can express their opinion by shaking or nodding their heads,
there is always more head shaking than nodding. When children can say yes or no, there is always more
no’s than yes’s. When children have learned to give and take, there is always more taking than giving.
Chinese is a language to be learned and so is the English language. Lying is not something we learn
because we are born with the ability!
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We are born self-centered and selfish, and we are born rebellious. There is no need to learn human
nature!

This is true with children, and it is even more true with adults. The difference is that adults know how to
disguise much better.

C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) was a great writer and philosopher in the twentieth century. He successively
worked as a professor at Oxford University and Cambridge University. He was a very devout Christian.
He wrote many books, influencing many intellectuals to believe in the Lord. He said, “There were two
odd things about the human race. First, that they were haunted by the idea of a sort of behavior they
ought to practice, what you might call fair play, or decency, or morality, or the Law of Nature. Second,
that they did not in fact do so.” ("Mere Christianity™ P.13)

C. S. Lewis pointed out that we are not behaving as we expect others to behave. When C.S. Lewis said
this, he included himself — a university professor with great wisdom and high morals. He did not fulfill
his own requirements of others! We are even worse than him.

We know that we should act honestly, fairly, and ethically, and we ask others to act honestly, fairly, and
ethically. Yet our own behavior is often dishonest, unjust, and unethical. We often fail to do what we
expect others to do.

We know in our hearts that human beings should be honest and fair and that’s how we should behave. It
is the conscience that God puts in man's hearts, and it is God's original intention in creating man, so that
man can demonstrate God's good nature.

To live out goodness is to bring glory to man and to God.

However, because mankind has forsaken God, does not fear God, does not follow God's teachings, but
go their own way and deviate from the direction they should go. Man has also lost the goodness he
should have and because of this, man has fallen short of the glory of God. This is sin. The result of
man's sin is perdition, that is, falling into a place without God, or hell. In hell, man will perish and suffer
forever.

Because God loves us, He became flesh and was born into the world. His name is Jesus. Jesus came to
save us, died for us on the cross, and made atonement for our sins. God does not want anyone to perish.
He wants everyone to repent. He wants us to turn and trust Him so that we can have a new life.

Many people today don't care much about the salvation from Jesus. Many people think that it is good to
believe in Jesus, but it is also OK if you don’t believe in Jesus. Some people have such a mentality
probably because they don't know how painful it is to "live without God" in hell.

Recently, I have had a lot of contact with my compatriots from Fuging, and | often hear them talking
about their experiences back home. Because of their stories, | understand why so many compatriots are
willing to pay hundreds of thousands of RMB, and even risk their lives, to flee their homeland.

e A sister told me at that time, the government only allowed one child per family. This sister became
pregnant with her second child, so she had to go into hiding. On the eighth month of her pregnancy, she
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was caught and taken to the hospital for a forced abortion. An eight-month-old baby, who should have
survived to become an adult, was executed alive! As the mother, she cried uncontrollably!

The sister said the hospital was full of women who had been forced to have abortions. Can you imagine
what kind of scene that was? This was hell on earth!

A brother told me that his wife fled into hiding with relatives in the countryside when she was pregnant
with their second child. The government sent officers to check the household registration every month.
If his wife had not been seen in a month or two, the government would know she might have been
pregnant and have gone into hiding. At that time, the police were arresting people everywhere, and they
threatened his parents who lived with him at home. The gate of his house was removed and the cabinets
in the house were also disassembled because the police suspected that his wife might have been hiding
in the cabinets or behind them. The whole house was turned upside down.

The government would send the police to his house every few days, which frightened his parents so
badly that they dared not go home to sleep. For a long time, the two elderly parents hid on the mountain
and slept there.

These were ordinary citizens living poorly and all they wanted was to have one more child. This was
hell on earth!

The Chinese government does not openly oppose God in the constitution or in name, it allows people to
have freedom of belief on the surface.

Chinese society is not hell, but it is already very scary!

A government that does not respect God does not know how to respect its people, and naturally it will
bring a lot of suffering. This situation allows us to see a bit of the horrors of hell. What would life be
like if hell was a place where God was completely rejected?

According to the book of Revelations in the Bible, hell is a dark place where there are immortal worms
and an unquenchable fire. (Matthew 25:41, Mark 9:48)

The people there are weeping and gnashing their teeth! (Matthew 25:30)

God does not want to see us sink and perish like this, so He came to sacrifice his life for us to atone for
our sins.

If we sincerely repent and trust in Jesus, we can be moved from death to life.

Trusting in Jesus is our only hope of salvation.

The Bible says, "Salvation is found in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

When the Fuging compatriots come to the United States, they had to find a mediator to open the way for
them.

If we want to leave the power of the devil and enter the kingdom of God, we must also rely on a
mediator.

The Bible says, "Between God and man, there is only one mediator, but the man Christ Jesus, who gave
himself as a ransom for all people.” (I Timothy 2: 5-6)

The Chinese mediator charges money, a lot of money. Jesus does not take money but gave his life freely
to atone for our sins. What a great grace this is!

Why should we trust Jesus?
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Because we are bound by sin, and we are lost in sin.

Jesus is our only salvation.

"He loved me and gave Himself up for me!"

We must trust in Jesus to be free from sin to be saved. This is the main reason we must trust in Jesus.

5. He is with us

Jesus said, "I will ask the Father, and the Father will give you another Comforter to be with you forever,
the Holy Spirit of truth.” (John 14:16-17)

Jesus said, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my teaching; and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him and live with him." (John 14:23)

The Bible says, "Let us only come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, find favor,
and be a help in time of need." (Hebrews 4:16)

More than once | have heard Christians testify that before they believed in the Lord, they were afraid of
the darkness and ghosts. They dared not sleep alone at night, and they dared not turn off the lights when
sleeping. After trusting in Jesus, they are no longer afraid and can sleep alone. Because they know that
Jesus is with them so the devil can no longer hurt them.

Why should we trust Jesus?
Because He is always with us, we really need His presence, we always need His help.

6. He guides the way

Jesus is not only with us, not only accompanying us, but he guides us on the right path, and he guides us
into a bright future.

Jesus said that He is the good shepherd, and we are His sheep.

Jesus said, "When the shepherd has let out his sheep, he goes ahead, and the sheep follow him." (John
10:4)

"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He has made me lie down in green pastures; the way of
righteousness.” (Psalm 23:1-3)

I was baptized twelve or thirteen years old when | committed myself to the Lord. However, after
believing in the Lord, | did not take my faith very seriously for several years and | was just a Sunday
Christian. From Monday to Saturday, | was a "consistent” sinner without the fragrance of a Christian.
After graduating from high school, | had no money to attend college, so I had to find a job. I felt that the
road ahead was uncertain, and | really needed to rely on God. At that time, | made up my mind anew to
follow the Lord wholeheartedly.

Back then, I learned a hymn at my fellowship: “The Lord Leads in All Things." I liked the lyrics very
much, and | was very moved. The lyrics of this hymn say:

All the way my Savior leads me,
What have | to ask beside?

Can | doubt His tender mercy?
Who through life has been my Guide?
Heav 'nly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!
For I know, whate er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well.
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For I know, whate’er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well.

All the way my Savior leads me,
Cheers each winding path | tread,
Gives me grace for every trial,
Feeds me with the living Bread.
Though my weary steps may falter
And my soul athirst may be,
Gushing from the Rock before me,
Lo! A spring of joy | see;
Gushing from the Rock before me,
Lo! A spring of joy I see.

All the way my Savior leads me,
Oh, the fullness of His love!
Perfect rest to me is promised
In my Father’s house above.
When my spirit, clothed immortal,
Wings its flight to realms of day
This my song through endless ages:
Jesus led me all the way;

This my song through endless ages:
Jesus led me all the way.

Singing this hymn, I committed myself again to the Lord. | decided to follow the Lord for the rest of my
life, and I asked Him to guide me for the rest of my life.

The Lord Jesus really guided my way step by step. | got a job first with a bus company and then with an
aircraft engineering company. At the age of 25, | felt a calling by God to dedicate myself to ministry
full-time. | entered the seminary to be equipped. After graduating from a seminary in Hong Kong, the
church thought I needed to study a little more and sent me to graduate school in the United States.

After that | returned to serve in the church in Hong Kong. In July 1981, I was called to Hawaii to serve
as the pastor of this church — The Chinese Lutheran Church of Honolulu. In the past 37 years, | have
preached in this church, and | have preached in many places in China, including Daging in Heilongjiang,
Baotou in Inner Mongolia, Xinyang in Henan, Chengdu and Guangan in Sichuan, and in Geneva,
Lausanne, Vevey, Switzerland... Along the way, I have seen many wonderful changes in people’s lives
because of their belief in the Lord.

There are ups and downs along the path of following the Lord and it is by no means smooth sailing, but
it is a life rich in grace and full of liveliness.

Why trust in Jesus?
Because we need Him to guide us down the path of light.

7. He prepares a heavenly home, an eternal destination
Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled; if you believe in God, believe also in Me. In my Father's
house there are many dwellings; if there were not, | would have told you. | am going to prepare a place
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for you. If I go, | have prepared a place for you, and I will come again and take you to me, and where |
am, you may also be.” (John 14:1-3)

The psalmist said, "You (God) will guide me with your precepts, and afterward you will receive me into
glory." (Psalm 73:24)

The Lord Jesus not only guides us, but He also guides us all the way to our eternal home in heaven. He
allows us to enter a beautiful dwelling with a beautiful body. He allows our lives to have a truly happy
ending.

In Christ Jesus we have eternal hope.

On April 29, 2018, we published the testimony of Brother Ming Li-chung in the church bulletin. He
suffered from cancer and had his left kidney removed. The cancer cells had metastasized to the spine
and his condition was quite serious. At that time, he was also suffering from pneumonia. How would
you feel if you were in this situation? What will you do?

In this situation the average person may be worried, may be scared, or may be depressed ...

In Brother Ming's testimony we did not see sadness or despair, but we saw gratitude. Looking at the
photos he sent over, he was all smiles.

Why did Brother Ming behave so brightly and so positively?

Because he firmly believes in Jesus. He believes that Jesus will walk with him. He believes Jesus will
help him all the time. He believes that Jesus will lead him to a better future.

When he finishes his journey in this world, he believed that Jesus would lead him into a glorious
heavenly home.

Why trust in Jesus?
Because Jesus has prepared an eternal destination for us.
Trusting in Jesus, and our lives will have a perfect ending.

Conclusion:

Why should we trust Jesus?

This is the fourth basic question our faith.
Today | provide you with seven answers, let's review them:
He really exists

He is almighty

He is good

He loves me and He died for my sins
He is with me

He guides the way

He prepares a heavenly home

NoookrwdPE

Of these seven points, which one did | explain in the most detail? It is the fourth point — He loves me,
and He died for my sins.

This is the main reason why we trust in Jesus, because "Salvation is found in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

The Lord Jesus not only saves us, but He also walks with us all through our lives, and He guides us to

our eternal home in heaven. It is such a blessing to trust in Jesus as we commit our whole life to Him
and follow Him wholeheartedly.
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Those who are willing to trust and receive Jesus can pray to God with the following prayer:

Prayer to Receive Jesus Christ as Savior

Father God, I thank You for sending Jesus to die for my sins.

I am willing to repent, turn away from sin, and trust in Jesus.

I am willing to accept the baptism instituted by Jesus to wash away my sins.

| confess: Jesus is my Savior and Lord of my life.

| have decided: From now on, | will follow the teachings of Jesus Christ all my life.
May the Holy Spirit enter my heart and lead me on a holy and bright path.

| pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen!

Those who have made up their minds to believe in Jesus should attend a baptismal class (catechism —
basic Christianity) as soon as possible to prepare for baptism.

Baptism is the way set by the Lord Jesus to bestow grace on them, to wash away their sins and allow
them to receive the Holy Spirit.

Baptism is also an assurance of Christian rebirth.

Jesus said, "Believe and be baptized and you will be saved.” (Mark 16:16)

" Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. " (Acts 2:38)

" Now why are you delaying? Arise, and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on His (Jesus)
Name. " (Acts 22:16)

" Know ye not that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore,
We were buried with him by baptism into death, that we might be born new in every act
likeness, as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father. If we are in the likeness of his
death to be united to him is also to be united to him in the likeness of his resurrection."
(Romans 6:3-5)

"He saved us, not because of any righteous works we had done, but according to his mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit." (Titus 3:5)
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Prologue to Q&A on the Fundamentals of Christian Faith

I often read in surveys that many young adults who grew up in church do not continue to attend church
after entering college. Gradually they alienate from the faith they grew up with, and sometimes they
even give up their faith.

This is exactly my fear. How we can help the young adults of our church to firmly trust in God and walk
steadily on the path of righteousness throughout their lives? This is something I care about very deeply.

Most young adults who grew up in Hawaii go to college on the US mainland where they are alone, far
away from their parents and their home church. They enter a college campus full of challenges and
temptations and face increasingly arrogant anti-Christian rhetoric. Only a firm conviction and a solid
foundation of faith can withstand these stormy times.

Five years ago (2018), I wrote the Q&4 on the Fundamentals of Christian Faith to help believers
strengthen their faith. In the past few years, before the young adults of our church leave Hawaii for
college, I try my best to invite them to dinner along with their parents. After dinner, I would open this
material and explain the contents to the college-bound young adults. I believe if they have a clear
understanding of the basics tenets of our faith, then when they encounter difficulties in life or ideological
challenges in the future, their faith can help them move forward firmly.

Most children who grew up in the United States cannot read Chinese very well. I would give this
material to their parents, hoping the parents would frequently go over the contents with their children.
However, this method is not ideal because many parents are not fluent in expressing themselves in
English. Because of this, I was moved to translate Q&A4 on the Fundamentals of Christian Faith into
English so that our young adults can take it to college and review the content at any time.

In 1981, my wife and I began serving at our church. The first time we attended the Mandarin College
Fellowship, there were only six people including my wife and me. One of the attendees was sister Wenli
Lin. Wenli has been a good and loyal co-worker of mine for many years. She has worked with me in
many meetings as my English interpreter. I thank Wenli for helping to translate this material into
English.

I hope this English version of Q&A on the Fundamentals of Christian Faith will accompany the young
adults of our church as they enter college, enter society, and eventually when they start having their own
families.

May God bless the children and the young adults of our church through this material. Amen!

Suggestion

If you have children in junior high school or higher, I suggest that you explain the contents of the Q&A
on the Fundamentals of Christian Faith to them. You can go over the lessons one at a time, and have a
good discussion with your children and answer their questions. After all four lessons are completed, you
can memorize and recite one of the four lesson conclusions together over at dinner every night.

For example, a parent would ask: How do we know that God exists? The child would answer:

1) subjective feeling,  2) objective inspection, 3) existence of rationality, 4) existence of sensibility,

40



5) existence of morality, 6) the Bible says, 7) Jesus told us.

Every six months on a rotational basis, parents and children can review the contents of each lesson once
more. It is best for the children to explain the contents first, then the parents can add to them. Repeated
practice, I believe, will help children take to heart the foundation of our faith and to experience them in

their lives.
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